Extension Center: Open house and building dedication program (1) by Portland State University
Portland State University 
PDXScholar 
Special Collections: Oregon Public Speakers Special Collections and University Archives 
10-26-1952 
"Extension Center: Open house and building 
dedication program (1)" 
Portland State University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/orspeakers 
 Part of the Higher Education Administration Commons 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
Portland State University, ""Extension Center: Open house and building dedication program (1)"" (1952). 
Special Collections: Oregon Public Speakers. 191. 
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/orspeakers/191 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access. It has been accepted for inclusion in Special Collections: 
Oregon Public Speakers by an authorized administrator of PDXScholar. For more information, please contact 
pdxscholar@pdx.edu. 
"Extension Center: Open house and building dedication program (1)" 
Portland State University, October 26, 1952 
 
PSU Library Special Collections and University Archives 
Oregon Public Speakers Collection 
http://archives.pdx.edu/ds/psu/11472 
Transcribed by Tammy Klupar, March 26-30, 2020 
Audited by Carolee Harrison, May 14, 2020 
 
PSU Library Special Collections and University Archives presents these recordings as part of the 
historical record. They reflect the recollections and opinions of the individual speakers and are 
not intended to be representative of the views of Portland State University. They may contain 
language, ideas, or stereotypes that are offensive to others. 
 
 
ANNOUNCER:  Good afternoon everyone. We're speaking to you from the Portland State 
Extension Center at 1620 SW Park in Portland, Oregon.  This is dedication…[audio skips 
briefly]…house day at Portland State. Portland State Extension Center began operation this fall 
for the Oregon State System of Higher Education as a permanent two-year lower division 
program in the State System of Higher Education, and as the center for all of the night classes in 
the Portland Extension Center. This has been open house today from 2:00 on through… 
[inaudible]...all of the facilities and the equipment of Portland State Extension Center on display 
for the visitors and the members of the student body. 
As a matter of fact, this open house and dedication is a part of the Homecoming program which 
began on Friday with the alumni banquet in the cafeteria here in the Portland State Center, and 
the Homecoming dance at the Masonic Temple grand ballroom Friday night, Homecoming 
game between Portland State's Vikings and the Oregon College Wolves on the new Lincoln High 
School football field Saturday afternoon, the open house and dedication and the dedication 
program this Sunday afternoon, October 26. Following the special music by the Portland State 
College band, John Stehn directing, and the invocation by the Reverend Myron C. Cole, pastor 
of the First Christian Church in Portland, we will hear greetings from the Oregon State Board of 
Higher Education by Edgar W. Smith, president of that body, and introduction of the guests of 
this dedication program by Dr. J.F. Cramer, Dean of the General Extension Division of the State 
System of Higher Education.  
Special music will feature the Portland State College choir, Marjorie Albertson the director, and 
the dedication solo in the program by Victoria Vanikiotis, soprano soloist.  The choir will be 
singing "To Thee We Sing" and "Hear De Lambs A Cryin."  Dedication address will be by Dr. 
Charles D. Byrne, chancellor of the Oregon State System of Higher Education, with a student 
response by James Pinardi, president of Portland State Student Body. The alumni response by 
Homer L. Allen, president of the Portland State Alumni Association; and the faculty response by 
Frank L. Roberts, assistant professor of speech. The benediction will be by the Reverend James 
E. Mosley, assistant parish priest of All Saints Parish and the program will close with the 
Portland State College Band under John Stehn’s directing playing the "Knightsbridge March." 
We're going out into the auditorium now for this tape-recorded dedication program for KOAC, 
and pick up the music of the Portland State College Band. 
[band music playing] 
[applause] 
  
[band music playing] 
  
[applause] 
  
ANNOUNCER: You're listening to the musical prelude to the dedication program played by the 
Portland State College Band, John Stehn directing. 
  
[band music playing] 
  
[direction to stand] 
REVEREND MYRON C. COLE: Almighty God in whom this nation lives and moves and has its 
being, wilt thou in these silent sacred moments find us as fellow citizens making a search for 
the truth which makes men free. We would ascribe all praise and honor unto the divine. For in 
the divine is found eternal wisdom, the rights of men, everything which is high and holy and all 
together good. Wilt thou therefore bind us together as a people and as a nation looking to the 
high goals, which can be ours if men will but identify themselves with that which is of truth.  
May everything done in this hour be therefore in that spirit of the common quest, which shall 
ultimately make men more free. We pray it in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
ANNOUNCER:  You've heard the invocation by the Reverend Myron C. Cole, pastor of the First 
Christian Church in Portland. Now here is Dr. John F. Cramer, Dean of the General Extension 
Division of the Oregon State System of Higher Education, the division of which the Portland 
State Center is a part. 
JOHN F. CRAMER:  I'm going to make one minor change in the program as you have it printed, 
and begin with the introduction of the distinguished guests that we have here upon the 
platform today. We're very happy that so many of these people who are our colleagues in 
education and in civic enterprise throughout the state have come to join with us in this very 
auspicious occasion. It's my pleasure now to introduce as guests that we have today, and I'm 
doing this... I'm taking them in alphabetical order, because diplomatic or academic protocol 
would be very difficult to follow, I assure you. 
First is Dr. Earl P. Barker, Vice President of Cascade College. Dr. Barker [applause]. I'll let... I'm 
going to suggest that because we don't want to keep you here too long, that you withhold your 
applause until all of these distinguished people have come up, and then we'll just all applaud 
for each other. The second is Dr. Frank D. Bennett, the president of the Eastern Oregon College 
of Education. Dr. James C. Caughlin, who is Assistant Dean of the General Extension Division 
and head of the Portland State Extension Center. Dr. ... Mr. Leif Finseth, who is a member of the 
State Board of Higher Education. Trying to avoid the people who are going to be on the 
program. Father Michael J. Gavin, who is president of Portland University. Dr. Charles N. 
Holman, who is Medical Director and Administrator of University of Oregon Medical School.  Dr. 
Steven E. Epler, who is the director of day classes at the Portland State Extension Center. Dr. 
Paul F. Geiser, president of Clark College, Vancouver. Dr. Charles Howard, Dean of Lewis and 
Clark College.  Dr. Edwin T. Ingalls, Vice President of Pacific University.  Dr. Jonas Jonasson, 
representing Linfield College.  Her Honor Mayor Dorothy McCullough Lee. Dr. Roben Maskey, 
president of Oregon College of Education. Mrs. Cheryl MacNaughton, member of the State 
Board of Higher Education.  Dr. Horace Miller, representing the University of Oregon Dental 
School.  Mr. Byron A. Morris, Assistant Dean of the General Extension Division. Mr. Herman 
Oliver, member of the State Board of Higher Education. Dr. D.T. Ardeman, representing Oregon 
State College. Mr. Winston Purvine, director of the Oregon Institute of Technology at Klamath 
Falls. Dr. Rex Putnam, State Superintendent of Public Instruction.  Dr. Elmo Stevenson, 
President of the Southern Oregon College of Education. Mr. Clark Spurlock, Administrative 
Assistant in charge of night classes at Portland State Extension Center. Mr. Rudy Wilhelm, who 
has the great distinction of being a co-author of the Wilhelm-Logan bill, through which this 
building became state property and the home of this program. 
We're very happy that so many of you came out today to join with us on this auspicious 
occasion. Portland Extension Center began holding night classes in this building in 1917, and for 
35 years the classes have been held here, and for more than 10 years we have looked with 
covetous eyes upon the building with the hope that we might have it day and night.  And it was 
in 1949 that the bill was passed, contingent upon public schools completing a new downtown 
high school. And it was not until September this year that we took it over. This is a very 
important time for us who work here, because it is the dedication of this building and it is the 
6th annual Homecoming for the students connected with the program. Since its beginning, the 
State System of Higher Education has been fortunate in the type of public-spirited citizens who 
have been selected by the various governors as members of the State Board of Higher 
Education. 
 
To bring us greetings from the state board today, we have its president. A man who has had 
many years experience as a member of the board, and for a number of years has been the 
president of the board. A man who has been one of the most consistent supporters and best 
friends of the statewide service of the General Extension Division. A man who has worked and 
helped in bringing this program in Portland to its present stage. To bring greetings from the 
State Board of Higher Education, the president of the board, Mr. Edgar W. Smith.  
[applause] 
MR. EDGAR W. SMITH: Dean Cramer, distinguished guests, members of the student body and 
faculty and friends of Portland State Extension Center.  If one were asked to name what might 
be regarded as the most universally exhilarating quality of college life, it undoubtedly would be 
that remarkable enthusiasm known as college spirit. Similarly, in later years, when one is an 
alumnus of a college, there is a truly interesting characteristic, an intense loyalty to the alma 
mater. And so today, regardless of status, whether freshman or alumnus or faculty member, 
there is a common quality which brings us, prompts us, to meet here in an air of cordial joy to 
celebrate a great event. To hold a little jubilee, as it were, in the college family. 
As for myself, as a member of the Board of Higher Education, and I bring to you the greetings 
and good wishes of the board, I acknowledge with a warm glow the privilege that is mine in 
participating in the dedication of this impressive and exceedingly useful building to its new and 
important use; the home of the Portland State Extension Center. In fact, it is a double privilege, 
not only am I here in something of an official capacity, but also, as Dean Cramer has said, as an 
individual who since the inception of this institution of higher learning, have had an abiding 
interest in its development. I have watched it gain through its short period of service, despite a 
severe setback through the flood of 1948, gain in enrollment and prestige to become the third 
largest college in Oregon. 
As for the Board of Higher Education, which is directly concerned with enlargement of the 
teaching facilities, the curricular scope, and the physical plant of the colleges under its 
jurisdiction, we feel that of the many buildings we have been able to provide, none is more 
imposing nor fills a keener felt want than this one.  And all of us on the board join with all of 
you in a thrill of accomplishment and pride in that it is available for the activities of this 
splendid college. Such an auspicious beginning, reaching such an eminent position in only six 
years. It augurs well for future attainments of Portland State College.  That the Oregon 
legislative assembly would appropriate such a large sum to acquire and recondition this 
building is, I think, a great tribute to the constructive planning and administration of Dean 
Cramer and Director Epler and the loyal and efficient staff and faculty. And on behalf of all of 
the members of the Board, I extend sincere thanks and appreciation to them, and wish many 
many more years of further success and the opportunity which they did so much to make. And 
on this memorable occasion, at a time when we realize it is a critical period in the history of our 
country, it is not difficult for us to understand what Aristotle meant when he said, "It is not 
obsessions, but the desires of mankind which must be equalized, and this is impossible unless a 
sufficient education is provided by the state." How truly the old philosopher spoke, for it is 
indeed upon a people well-taught that maintenance of democratic principles depends today as 
in all yesterdays of the nation. That is why the educational progress of the United States, since 
Jefferson defined the schoolhouse as the main bulwark of any society of free men and women, 
stands forth as one of the great achievements of the past three centuries. 
And now to you who are to accept this splendid building from the Board of Higher Education, 
let me also add that you accept to a challenge. The challenge to do all that is possible in the life 
and function of a college to help maintain our place as a nation still dedicated to liberty and 
free enterprise. And again, thanks very much. Congratulations. Happy days. 
[applause] 
ANNOUNCER: May we tell you that you're attending the building dedication program of the 
Portland State Extension Center. [pause] KOAC special events tape recorder was on hand 
Sunday afternoon, October 26, for this dedication program in the new center in Portland, 
Oregon. You have just heard Edgar W. Smith, President of the State Board of Higher Education, 
bringing greetings from that body to the assembled guests. The program is reaching you from 
KOAC, the state station, Corvallis, Oregon. 
